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ORIGIN ITFE-01 

INFO OCT-01 LAB-01 HUD-01 ISO-00 /004 R 

DRAFTED BY IATF:RMYERS:SBA 
APPROVED BY lATFJVTAET 
S/S-0:PSH ANKLE 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

DEPT OP LABOR, DEPT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

075050 

R052015Z JUN 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO DEPT TREASURY 
DEPT JUSTICE 
DEPT INTERIOR 
DEPT HEW 

DEPT TRANSPORTATION 
DEPT OP LABOR 

DEPT OP HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

UNCLAS STATE 131480 

TREASURY FOR FOSTER COLLINS 
JUSTICE FOR MARK WOLF 
INTERIOR FOR EMMETT RICE 
LABOR FOR MAURICE HILL 
HEW FOR DON WORTMAN 
HUD FOR ABNER SILBERMAN 
TRANSPORTATION FOR GEN. DAVIS 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION AIG 7405 AIG 7406 INFO SECDEF SECSTATE 
JCS CDR CAMP PENDLETON CA EGLIN AFB FL FORT CHAFFEE AR 
CDR FT INDIANTOWN GAP PA FROM DA WASHDC DAPE-PBP JUNE 3 

QUOTE UNCLAS 

SUBJECT: SPONSORSHIP OF REFUGEES 
REFS. 

A. SECDEF MSG 27L802Z MAY 75 NOTAL 

B. SECSTATE MSG 18025LZ MAY 75 NOTAL 

C. DA WASHDC//DAPE-PBP// MSG 3018 16Z MAY 75 
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1 . THOUSANDS OF VIETNAMESE MILITARY REFUGEES ARE NOW IN RESETTLE- 
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MENT CENTERS IN THE UNITED STATES OR IN THE PROCESS OF BEING MOVED 
TO THE UNITED STATES FROM OVERSEAS STAGING AREAS. THERE IS A DIRE 
NEED TO ESTABLISH A VOLUNTEER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM TO ASSIST THESE 
REEUGEES IN THEIR RESETTLEMENT INTO OUT SOCIETY. 

2. THE PERSONAL EEFORTS OF MANY INDIVIDUALS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY; 
HOWEVER, THERE ARE MANY INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
THAT ARE UNAWARE OF THE PROCEDURES FOR SPONSORSHIP. IT IS EVIDENT 
THAT SOME DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEIR FRIENDS ARE AND IE THEY WERE 
SUCCESSEUL IN THEIR ESCAPE. 

3. SECDEF HAS ENCOURAGED SPONSORSHIP ON THE PART OF INDIVIDUALS, 

SOCIAL GROUPS SUCH AS WIVES CLUBS, AND COMMANDS AS REFLECTED IN 
REEERENCE A. HISTORICALLY THE ARMY EAMILY HAS RESPONDED TO HUMAN- 
ITARIAN APPEALS OF THIS TYPE. A SPIRITED RESPONSE AT THIS TIME 

WILL EXPEDITE THE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM AND HELP GET OUR FRIENDS OUT 
OF THE REEUGEE CENTERS AND RESETTLED IN THE UNITED STATES. THE 
ACTIVE DIVISIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, NG, USAR, AUSA, ROA AND NCOA ARE 
ONLY A FEW THAT COULD LEND ASSISTANCE. 

4. IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT THE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM, A JOINT REFUGEE 
INFORMATION CLEARING OEFICE (JRICO) IS BEING ESTABLISHED IN THE 
PENTAGON. THIS OFEICE WILL BE ABLE TO PROVIDE CURRENT INEORMATION 
ON THE STATUS AND LOCATION OF ALL REFUGEES AS WELL AS THE PROCEDURES 
TO BE EOLLOWED TO ENTER THE SPONSOR PROGRAM. WITH SUCH INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE, SPONSORSHIP WOULD EXPEDITE DEPARTURE EROM REFUGEE CENTERS. 

5. THE JRICO IS TASKED TO: 

A. RESPOND TO QUERIES AS TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES AND ASSIST IN 
ESTABLISHING CONTACT BETWEEN COMMANDS/INDIVIDUALS. 

B. ASSIST THOSE DESIRING TO SPONSOR REFUGEES AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

C. MAINTAIN LIAISON WITH OSD, INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE (lATF) IMMI- 
GRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE (INS), REFUGEE CENTERS AND 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES (VOLAGS) IN ORDER TO DETERMINE STATUS OF REFUGEES. 

6. THE ARMY ELEMENT OF THE JRICO WILL OPERATE FROM PENTAGON ROOM 
BF 762. TELEPHONE NUMBERS ARE: AUTOVON 227, 5190/5192/ 

5191/5110 COMMERCIAL - 202-697-5190, 697-5192, 697-5191, 697-5110 

AND WILL BE MANNED DURING THE NORMAL WORK WEEK. IT IS EXPECTED THE 

JRICO WILL BE OPERATIONAL FOR ABOUT 120 DAYS. 

7. REFERENCE B DISCUSSES EFEORTS BY THE lATF IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
VOLAGS IN RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES AND OUTLINES REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SPONSORSHIP. ALTHOUGH SPONSORSHIP IS NOT A FORMAL, LEGAL COMMITMENT, 
THERE IS, HOWEVER, A MORAL COMMITMENT TO ASSIST THE REFUGEE TO THE 
BEST OF THE SPONSOR'S ABILITY. SOME OF THE LESS TANGIBLE ASPECTS OF 
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RESETTLEMENT INCLUDE ADJUSTMENT TO A NEW CULTURE AND ACQUAINTING THE 
REEUGEE WITH US LAWS AND REQUIREMENTS. 

8. SPECIFICALLY, A SPONSOR, IN CONJUNCTION WITH ONE OF THE VOLAGS, 

WILL BE EXPECTED TO: 

A. RECEIVE THE REFUGEE AND HIS FAMILY; 

B. PROVIDE SHELTER AND FOOD, UNTIL THE REEUGEE BECOMES SELF-SUEFI- 
CIENT. SHELTER NEED NOT BE IN THE RESIDENCE OF THE SPONSOR BUT MUST 
BE ADEQUATE; 
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C. PROVIDE CLOTHING AND POCKET MONEY; 

D. PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN FINDING EMPLOYMENT AND IN SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
FOR CHILDREN; 

E. COVER ORDINARY MEDICAL COSTS OR MEDICAL INSURANCE. 

F. ONCE EMPLOYMENT IS OBTAINED, ASSIST THE REFUGEE TO LOCATE 
PERMANENT HOUSING, ACQUIRE MINIMAL FURNITURE AND ARRANGE FOR 
UTILITIES. 

9. SPONSORSHIP BY AN INDIVIDUAL COULD BE DIFFICULT WHEN LARGE 
FAMILIES ARE INVOLVED, HOWEVER, IF ASSUMED ON A BROADER BASE (I.E., 

All, THE PERSONNEL IN A COMMAND, CHURCH GROUP, WIVES CLUB OR 
DIVISIONAL ASSOCIATION) THE BURDEN COULD BE EASED. CONCEIVABLY, A 
LARGER ORGANIZATION COULD SPONSOR MORE THAN ONE FAMILY. 

10. SPONSORSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR RELATIVES OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 
AND PERMANENT ALIENS ARE MORE SIMPLIFIED. HEALTH EDUCATION AND 
WELFARE DEPARTMENT (HEW) ASSISTED BY THE RED CROSS, WILL VERIFY 
WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY OF THE NAMED RELATIVE TO SPONSOR AND 
RESETTLE REFUGEES. ONCE CONFIRMED, INS WILL RELEASE THOSE REFUGEES 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP REQUIREMENTS. IF HEW DECIDES 
SPONSOR IS UNABLE TO CARE FOR REFUGEES, CASE WILL BE PASSED TO AN 
ACCREDITED VOLAG FOR PROCESSING. RELATIVES OF US CITIZENS INCLUDE 
SPOUSE, PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, CHILDREN, CRANDCHILDREN, UNMARRIED 
SIBLINGS AND HANDICAPPED DEPENDENTS. 

1 1 . REFUGEES WITH INDEPENDENT MEANS ARE THOSE WITH AVERAGE PER 
CAPITA RESOURCES OF FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS, EXCLUSIVE OF TRANSPORTA- 
TION. THESE INDIVIDUALS/FAMILIES MAY BE DIRECTED TO RESETTLEMENT 
LOCATIONS WITH ONLY BRIEF COUNSELING, PROVIDED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL 
OR AT LEAST ONE ADULT IN A FAMILY HAS A FACILITY IN ENGLISH, 

VOCATIONAL SKILLS AND A GENERAL IDEA OF RESETTLEMENT LOCATION. 

12. THE ARMY FAMILY IS ENCOURAGED TO GET BEHIND THIS HUMANITARIAN 
EFFORT AND SUPPORT THE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM. HOWEVER, SPONSORSHIP 
IS VOLUNTARY AND INDIVIDUALS, COMMANDS OR ORGANIZATIONS WILL NOT 
BE PRESSURED TO SPONSOR REFUGEES. 

13. REQUEST WIDEST DISSEMINATION. UNQUOTE 
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